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SUBJECT: REPORTS OF ROLE OF COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

1. BOTH THE NEW YORK TIMES AND THE WASHINGTON POST HAVE 
PUBLISHED ARTICLES REFERRING TO A 12-MAN COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE WHICH REPRESENTS A GROUP OF JUNIOR AND MIDDLE- 
GRADE OFFICERS IN THE MOVEMENT OF THE ARMED FORCES. TWO 
OF THE AMERICAN PROFESSORS SPECIALIZING IN PORTUGUESE 
AFFAIRS WHO ATTENDED A CONFERENCE IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
MAY 6 ALSO HAD THIS INFORMATION FROM THEIR OWN SOURCES IN 
LISBON; THEY BELIEVED THE COMMITTEE IS CONTROLLING THE 
POLICIES OF THE JUNTA AT THIS TIME. 

2. THE DEPARTMENT IS HANDICAPPED BY NOT HAVING THE 
EMBASSY'S ASSESSMENT OF THESE REPORTS. WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR EVALUATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. RUSH 
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